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Purpose & scope
Potential actions to support e-mobility in the Solomon Islands

Existing laws and policies

« Analysis of certain existing laws and policies relevant to electric vehicles (EVs) and charging
infrastructure

« Consideration of limitations and opportunities presented by existing legislation

Potential actions to support e-mobility

» Potential actions identified to support the adoption of EVs and development of EV infrastructure
« Findings may support EV policy development in the Solomon Islands

« Reference to relevant policies and support schemes in other jurisdictions

Fuel taxes and revenue issues, road use taxes, EVs in public transport & municipal fleets, requirements
for new buildings, sustainable e-mobility, bilateral and multilateral support, electricity sector




Existing regulatory framework
Potential actions to support e-mobility in the Solomon Islands

Road Transport Act 1968 Roads Act 1955

Regulates traffic and road transport in Provides for the declaration, administration,

the Solomon Islands, including construction, and maintenance of public

registration and licensing of vehicles roads in the Solomon Islands

Electricity Act 1969 Environment Act 1998

E-mobility

Regulates the protection of the environment
framework

Regulates the supply, generation, and

installation of electricity in the Solomon and establishes frameworks for

Islands and establishes the Solomon development control, environmental impact

Islands Electricity Authority (trading as assessments and the control of pollution

Solomon Power)

Customs and Excise Act 1960

Regulates the administration of customs in the Solomon Islands



Tratfic legislation
Potential actions to support e-mobility in the Solomon Islands

Review

The Road Transport Act covers the regulation and administration of motor vehicles
and drivers in the Solomon Islands.

Broad definition of motor vehicle under this Act (“any mechanically propelled vehicle”,
regardless of their power source) which includes EVs.

Potential actions

Road .
« Amending:
Transport
Act 1968 « the Road Transport Act, to facilitate the use of autonomous EVs; and

« the Road Transport Regulations, to create a distinct category for the
registration of EVs to enable the imposition of favourable licencing fees.



Roads legislation
Potential actions to support e-mobility in the Solomon Islands

Review

Does not provide for the development of any strategy or planning of roads and
associated infrastructure in the Solomon Islands. However, future planning and
development of the road network is set out in the National Transport Plan (2017-36).

Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Public Works and Utilities’ power may not
extend to the construction of EV charging infrastructure.

Roads Act Potential actions

1955  Amend the current legislation to include powers necessary for work associated
with constructing and modifying roads for the development of EV charging
infrastructure in the Roads Act.

» Investigate potential sources of funding for public road infrastructure upgrades
necessary to facilitate EVs.



Electricity legislation

Potential actions to support e-mobility in the Solomon Islands

Electricity
Act 1969

Review

The Electricity Act establishes the Solomon Islands Electricity Authority (trading as
Solomon Power) as the sole entity responsible for the generation, transmission,
distribution and sale of electricity in the Solomon Islands.

No licence required for personal use of EV charging infrastructure, given no “supply”
occurs under the Electricity Act.

Potential actions
Consideration of further licence exemptions for EV charging infrastructure that will be

used in commercial or non-personal settings, to incentivise the development of EV
charging infrastructure.



Potential actions to support e-mobility in the Solomon Islands

Under the Customs and Excise Act, the Minister of Treasury and Finance is
empowered to impose, vary, reduce or increase import duties of customs upon any
goods whatsoever which may be imported into the Solomon Islands.

Import duty rates applicable to vehicles vary from 5% to 15% according to the type of
vehicle, with a rate of 15% applying to EVs.

Exempting EVs from import duties or imposing a lower import duty rate on EVs to
incentivise their uptake.



Environment legislation

Potential actions to support e-mobility in the Solomon Islands

Environment
Act 1988

Review

The Environment Act establishes the Environment and Conservation Division (ECD), as
the entity responsible for promoting sustainable development and environmental
protection.

Developing networks of EV chargers would require development approval from the ECD

Director, who may consent to the development (with or without conditions), require a
more detailed environmental impact statement, or refuse consent.

Potential actions
Legislative consideration of amending this regime to either:

* broaden the prescribed developments to include private EV charging infrastructure
to ensure environmental considerations are considered: or

« exempt public EV charging infrastructure, to streamline the development process.



Other potential actions
To support e-mobility in the Solomon Islands

E-mobility Policy Report Capital subsidies

Range of policy options proposed, including: Specific support schemes to assist with

. Revising vehicle classification and purchase and/or financing of EVs by local

) ) residents and businesses.
registration systems

) Consumer schemes available in various
* Government-set adoption targets

jurisdictions, including in:
«  Fiji

« Developing standards for safety,

recycling and maintenance
* Prince Edward Island in Canada

*  New Zealand

« Hawaii
Soft incentives * Australia
Intended to offset higher upfront costs of EVs, for example:

* Registration fee exemptions / discounts

« Parking fee exemptions / discounts



These materials are for presentation purposes only and do not constitute legal advice (and should
not be relied upon) as we are not qualified to advise on the policies and laws of Tonga. This report
should be read in conjunction with your own legal advice and investigations and any other
consultants' reports prepared in relation to the Purpose.
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